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Joint Statement – The World is Watching 

 

11 November 2022 

 

Delegation of 60+ International Trial Observers Condemns Court Judgment in Decade-Long Criminal 

Prosecution of 21 Lawyers from ÇHD (Progressive Lawyers Association) and HHB (People’s Law 

Office): Delegation Warns That “The World is Watching”     

 

This week, we – more than 60 lawyers from 9 countries representing more than 30 bar associations, 

NGOs and professional lawyers’ associations – have been observing the final hearings in the mass trial 

that started in 2013 against 22 lawyers from the ÇHD (Progressive Lawyers Association) and the HHB 

(People’s Law Office). There are now only 21 left, as Ebru Timtik died – hunger-striking for a fair 

trial – in the course of these proceedings.  

 

Today, these lawyers have been convicted on charges of membership in a terrorist organization and 

participating in terrorist propaganda, and lengthy prison sentences have been imposed.  

  

These convictions and sentences are in total violation of the right to a fair trial, the U.N. Basic 

Principles on the Role of Lawyers and the rule of law.  

  

The only material facts brought to the Court were strictly linked to the defendants’ professional 

activities as lawyers in the field of human rights: taking part in a press conference, being present in or 

near a protest, advising clients of their right to remain silent, defending suspects charged with 

terrorism, etc. During the inquiry, some of the accused lawyers were subjected to wiretapping for over 

a year, in an apparent violation of the sanctity of legal professional privilege. 

  

The U.N. Basic Principles specifically guarantee the right of lawyers to participate in public debate 

and to associate with each other and, further, state that lawyers must never be identified with their 

clients or their clients’ causes, nor suffer prosecution for any action in accordance with their 

professional duties.  

  

Moreover, our colleagues were deprived of their right to a fair trial. Their request for sufficient time to 

present their defence was denied by the Court, which allowed only five short days of hearings for 21 

defendants, and rejected the defendants’ request to postpone the hearing in order to permit a proper 

examination of the evidence, in particular electronic documents the authenticity of which is seriously 

questioned.  
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The trial was held in a courtroom at Silivri prison, with heavy police presence. The defendants were 

separated from their lawyers by two lines of police officers, hindering the ability of the defendants and 

their lawyers to communicate with confidentiality. 

  

The defendants’ rights were also violated by the failure to complete proceedings within a reasonable 

time, as the trial has been ongoing for ten years without a proper justification for the protracted 

proceedings. 

  

In addition, for several of the defendants, this trial relies on facts and evidence that have already been 

used in the 2017 trial against seven of the same defendants, in violation of the principle that no one 

should be tried twice for the same offense. 

  

Finally, we are deeply concerned about the independence of the judiciary and the rule of law. In 

attacking these lawyers for their defense of human rights, it is human rights, democracy and the rule of 

law that are under siege. 

  

We are always proud to stand in solidarity with our courageous colleagues, and we once again demand 

their immediate release.  

  

The world is watching.  

  

Signatures:  

-          Amsterdam Bar Association 

-          Asociación Libre de Abogadas y Abogados, Madrid (ALA) 

-          AVOCATS.BE - Order of French- and German-speaking bar associations of Belgium 

-          Berlin Bar Association 

-          Bologna Bar Association 

-          Bordeaux Bar Association 

-          Brussels Bar Associaton 

-          Conférence Régionale des Bâtonniers de l Ouest 

-          Criminal Committee of the International Association of Lawyers 

-          Defense Without Borders - Solidarity Lawyers, France (DSF-AS) 

-          Dutch League for Human Rights  

-          Épinal Bar Association 

-          European Association of Lawyers for Democracy and World Human Rights, ELDH 

-          European Democratic Lawyer (AED) 

-          Fair Trial Watch 

-          Foundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer 

-          Hauts-de-Seine Bar Association 

-          Human Right Institution of Montpellier 

-          Institute des droits de l'homme Grenoble 

-          La Conférence des Bâtonniers de France 
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-          Lawyers for Lawyers 

-          Liege-Huy Bar Association 

-          Lyon Bar Association 

-          Marseille Bar Association 

-          Montpellier Bar Association 

-          National Association of Democratic Jurists, Italy (GD) 

-          National Lawyers Guild, US 

-          Republikanischer Anwältinnen - und Anwälteverein e.V. (RAV) 

-          Syndicat des Avocats de France 
-          Syndicat des Avocats Pour la Démocratie, Belgium 

-          The Association for the Support of Fundamental Rights Athens, Greece 

-          The Center of Research and Elaboration on Democracy/ Legal International 
Intervention Group 

-          The German Federal Bar 

-          The International Observatory for Lawyers in Danger (OIAD) composed by 47 bar 

associations from Spain, France, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, Turkey, Cameroon 

and Democratic Republic of Congo 

-          Toulouse Bar 

-          UIA-IROL (the Institute for the Rule of Law of the International Association of 

Lawyers) 

 

 


